ldentifying Your Audience and Focus

As you prepare to talk about your work, asking yourself a few questions about your audience will help you
focus your presentation and identify your goals. Since your focus and goals will differ depending on the au-
dience you are speaking to, we've included boxes for the different scenarios you may need to prepare for.

Scenario #1

1. Who is your audience?

2. What is the context of your talk (eg., conference presentation, networking event, job talk)?

3. What are two or three ways that your talk intersects with your audience’s interests?

4. What are two main things you want your audience to know after your presentation?

217-333-4610 | GradCareers@illinois.edu | grad.illinois.edu/CareerDevelopment

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

CAREER DEVELOPMENT OFFICE I Graduate College

Rev 11/2019



Scenario # 2

1. Who is your audience?

2. What is the context of your talk (eg., conference presentation, networking event, job talk)?

3. What are two or three ways that your talk intersects with your audience’s interests?

4. What are two main things you want your audience to know after your presentation?
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Scenario # 3

1. Who is your audience?

2. What is the context of your talk (eg., conference presentation, networking event, job talk)?

3. What are two or three ways that your talk intersects with your audience’s interests?

4. What are two main things you want your audience to know after your presentation?
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