
Graduate Student Academic Services 
(GSAS)



• Move from 2 Deadlines (Guaranteed and 
Final) to 1 Deadline

• Deadline to now be two weeks after degree 
conferral

• December 2010 Graduation Petition Deadline:

– January 7, 2011 



• Removal of petition type for In Absentia from 
petition form

• Combination of Petition Types

• Petition Directions on the Web

– Specified directions for each type identified





• Review Graduate College policy on in Absentia
registration

• Determine if student is eligible for in Absentia
registration

• Complete new in Absentia form
• Submit form to Graduate Student Academic 

Services for review and processing
• Email will be sent to student and department 

once approval is received and attribute is added 
to student record





• In Absentia Policy

http://www.grad.illinois.edu/gradhandbook/cha
pterII/section02

• Compare Registration Options

http://www.grad.illinois.edu/sites/default/files/
PDFs/AlternativeRegistrationOptions.pdf
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• Graduate College policies on time to degree

– 5 Years for Masters and CAS candidates

– 7 Years for Doctoral candidates

• Time to degree ‘clock’ begins with first 
registration in the new degree program

– ‘Clock’ does not stop when student leaves and re-
enters for any reason







• Doctoral students
– First term of admission plus 7 calendar years
– Example: Fall 2010 admit=August 2017 Graduate

• Masters/CAS students
– First term of admission plus 5 calendar years
– Example: Fall 2010 admit=August 2015 Graduate

NOTE: This does not mean the student must graduate in that 
term. Only that their EGD is the final term in which they are 
authorized to graduate without an approved time 
extension from the Graduate College



• Early September 2010

– GSAS will review report of students who are 
currently registered with a December 2010 EGD

– Email communication will be sent from GSAS to 
Departmental Grad Contact with your December 
2010 graduates 

• November 1, 2010

– Spring 2011 Priority Registration Begins



• February 1, 2011
– GSAS to review report of currently registered students with a 

Spring and Summer 2011 EGDs 
– GSAS communicates list of students to departments of their 

May and August 2011 graduates

• March 4, 2011
– Time extension petitions due for those having a May or August  

2011 EGD but NOT anticipating graduating in May or August 
2011

– If no petition received by this date, student record will be 
inactivated for future registrations

• April 4, 2011
– Priority Registration begins for Summer 2011 and Fall 2011



• Time to degree policy for Masters/CAS degree 
candidates

http://www.grad.illinois.edu/gradhandbook/chapterV/s
ection05

• Time to degree policy for Doctoral degree candidates

http://www.grad.illinois.edu/gradhandbook/chapterVI/
section05
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• One petition deadline each graduation period

• in Absentia no longer on Graduate student petition form. 
File ‘in Absentia’ registration requests on new form

• Expected Graduation Date will be enforced beginning with 
currently registered students with a Spring 2011 expected 
graduation date. If a student does not graduate, and does 
not petition for a time extension prior to the petition 
deadline, their student record will be inactivated for future 
registrations. NOTE: deadlines and dates to remember will 
be sent from the Graduate College each Fall semester and 
Spring semester.
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