
Graduate Student Academic Services 
(GSAS)



• Registration issues, not tuition refunds

• Tuition and fees are based on registration 
(Domino effect)

• Registration should reflect academic career
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• Drop

– Dropping one or more courses but not all for a single term

• Cancellation

– Student has dropped all of their courses prior to the start of the 
term. Generally receives 100% Refund

• Withdrawal from the semester

– Student drops all of their courses anytime from the first day of 
classes through Reading Day of the same semester

– Refunds are pro-rata and follow a schedule posted on the Office 
of the Registrar’s website: 
http://www.registrar.illinois.edu/financial/refunds.html

http://www.registrar.illinois.edu/financial/refunds.html�


Q: Does this mean I am no longer in my degree program?

A: No, withdrawing or cancelling only pertains to your 
registration for the specified term. Domestic students may go 
three terms without registering before they will need to apply 
for re-entry. International students on student visas must be 
registered every term of enrollment (except summer) or they 
must apply for re-entry.

NOTE: Graduate College currently has no formal program 
withdrawal or leave policy



Q: I only registered for this one class but never attended, I can get all my 
money back even though I did not cancel my registration prior to the 
deadline, right?

A: No, even though you did not physically attend the course, your registration 
may have prevented another student from registering for the course. You 
will receive a refund based on the date which you formally withdrew from 
the course. 

Refunds are based on a student’s registration and use of campus services for 
the specified term.
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Resources regarding Cancelling or Withdrawing 
Registration: 
http://www.registrar.illinois.edu/registration/
procedures.html#cancel

Withdrawal/Cancellation Form: 

http://registrar.illinois.edu/staff/pdf/records/Wi
thdrawal.pdf
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• Dropping from First day of instruction-10th day of instruction

– If some courses (but not all) are dropped prior to the 10th

day of instruction, and the total number of hours 
registered are reduced to a different tuition range, the 
student will receive a refund between ranges

• Refund for Reduction in Range

– Student reduces total registration hours to a lower number 
of hours prior to 5pm on 10th day of Instruction. Student 
receives refund of the difference between the two tuition 
ranges
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• Withdrawing vs. Cancellation of Registration

– Cancellation is prior to the start of the term

– Withdrawing happens at a point beginning the first day of 
classes to Reading Day of the same term

• Withdrawing from the program

• Withdrawal/Cancellation form

– Make sure dates are accurate! 

• Dropping from the first day of instruction through 10th day of 
instruction

– After 10th day of instruction, no refund available for 
reduction in tuition range
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